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R.ooy Littletn

Petbur, Alka
Novemr 21; 2008

Intertional Pacific Habut Cooission
P.O. Box 95009
Seattle, Washin 98145-2009

Dear sir:

I am a 2C haibut fishan that is concered about the recent drops in th 2C halibut quot. I would lik
to ma a few obseons and have a few questiØI$ arswere if posible. I am not a scienst so some of
my quetions or views may be Over simplífied.

hh regas to the pit tagging it $eens tht the low peentae of tags recovered may not show the ac
perctages of fish tht mig to different are. For instace when Bruce Le cae thug
Petebur it seems he sad only abut I % of 3A fish mig¡ted to 2C white approximatly 4% migred to
ar 2B. Comon se tells me tht jf 4% migrte to 2B th 7 or 8% should m. to ara 2C since we
ar much closer. It ses tht had a few mor of the tagged fih tht migrte th 2C to get to 2B ha

bee haested in 2C your surey couJd have had quite differt results. Dos the fa tht fish ar
haested at a higher rae in ara 28 aff the pet of tagged fish that ar i;ugbt in th area? In regads
to thi; satemte taing progr th was some ver sig:ífca movement. Do you USe ths migrion in the
apportionment of the quota or do you just tlswne these fish jU$t retu to where they cam fr af
spawn? May or most of these fi may stil ~ in the ar thy moved to whe the sea ope in
mah. It sems th the sateIIte ta ~'Ve a lot of goo infonation an hopefuUy there wil be more such

studies.

The infonntion on grwt rates wa very interesti. It appear tht fi!lh in the weste ateá are grwin
much more slowly th fish in ara 2C. There was a big concer that the amount of ñsh hareste tht

wee over 20 yeas old was ver sml ín ar 2C, about 4%. In area 3A this pee wa i 5%. if fish

ar growin more slowly in ar 3A then it would foHow th they would have a higher peta of olde

fish in the catch as the fish becooe of lega siz at an older age and have a greate chance to rech an older
age as they ar fished on fewer ties th fish of the sae age În area 2C. It sc that as grwt rates
slow there should be a higher % offish over 20 year f am just wondeng that if 4% of fi 20 yea plus in

2C is a concern th at what % i!l it Ii Concer in ar 3A? If the fish ar grwig at difft raes in
differt aras than doesn't it make sense to harest at differt rates becau the biomas can releísh
itslffate in ar whe the fish grw faste. Also in ar 2C the lae fleet of cha vessels tagets

laer fi. Do you th tht could afect the % of fish over 20 year caught by the comerial fleet? I
asd a chaer vesl own wht percent of fish be caught ove 4S pounds. he was not sur but said ir was
muh hier th 4%.

On of my biggest concer is tht there is no rea hard number on the amoWlt of fish ccgbt by sport
fisheren or the non-gude ch fleet. 1 fet th numbe could aclly be muc higher th tbe amount
øfbbibut caght by th gui chari-l1eet. How can regulations be crated to get ths ki of

inormtion? Is it someth the iphc can do or does the stae have to do it? It se iCyou are seg
quot without accu inonntion of what is bein ta out of the biomass it would be eay to over
haest the haibut resoure.
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