NUMBER 7 OCTOBER 1974

P.O. BOX 9 UNIVERSITY STATION, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98105

HALIBUT CATCH IN 1974

Commercial halibut fishing in Areas 2 and 3 ended on September 15. The
season in parts of Area 4 (the Bering Sea) is open until November 15. Prelim-
inary statistics on this season's catch are provided in this bulletin.

The quota in 1974 was 25 million pounds, 13 million in Area 2 and 12 million
in Area 3. The total catch was 21 million pounds, 11 million in Area 2 and 10
million in Area 3. The catch was 4 million short of the total quota and 2 million
short of the quota in each area. The low level of the catch is due to the poor
abundance of the stocks and to a 40 percent reduction in the number of regular
halibut vessels since last year. This reduction was the major reason that the

fishery failed to take the quota.

Canadian landings were 7.5 million pounds and the U.S. landings were 13.5
million pounds. Landings in Washington and Oregon were only 1 million pounds;
in British Columbia 7 million; in southeastern Alaska 7 million and in central
Alaska 6 million. Less than 200,000 pounds were taken in the Bering Sea, but an
additional 100,000 pounds are expected from this area during the next 30 days.

Preliminary examination indicates that the catch per skate (CPUE) was simi-
lar to that in 1974. In the past several years the CPUE has declined between 5
and 15 pounds annually, This apparent leveling-off of CPUE indicates that the
amount of fishing effort and the catch were consistent with the present level of

abundance, a necessary step towards rehabilitation of the stocks.

The final statistics of the fishery and a more detailed account of the
season will be presented at the Commission's annual meeting which will be held
in Vancouver, British Columbia from January 21-24, 1975. '



