 Fotormation PBeatlolin

Number 31 February 1985
.
P.O. BOX 95009, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98145-2009

COMMERCIAL HALIBUT REGULATIONS FOR 1985

The International Pacific Halibut Commission is recommending to
the governments of Canada and the United States the following
requlations for the halibut fishery for 1985, These regulations. must
be approved by both governments before they become effective.

This bulletin ic intended for information purposes only and is
not a substitute +For the detailed regulation pamphlet which will be
printed and distributed as soon ac the regulations have been approved
by both governments.

Requlatory Areas

The Commiscion recommends the same regulatory area boundaries as
in the 1984 regulations, except that Area 24 will contain a subarea
decignated 2A-1 in which a limited fishery will be permitted ocutside of
the recommended Area 24 fishing periods for members of the Makah tribe
as identitied and regulated by the U.5, government, The 1285
reguiatory areas are shown in the figure below.
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Catch Limits

The Commission recommends catch timits (in millions of pounds)

~for each regulatory area as shown in the following table. The

Commission regards these as upper limits of allowable catch. An  area

will reopen only if enough catch Timit remains to allow a full fishing

dayv. Further, the Commission does not regard Areas 3A and 3B as

separate areas and Area 3 will be closed if the combined catch 1imits
are taken,

Area Catch Limit Area Catch Limit Area Catch Limit
2A g.5 3a 23.0 4A 1.7
ZB 10.0 3B 7.0 4B 1.3
2C 9.0 4C 0.4
4D 0.6
4E n.05

Fishing Seasons

The Commission recommends commercial halibut fishing <ceasons
consisting of a succescion of open and closed periods as shown in the
table below, or until the respective catch 1limite are taken. The
Commicsion prefers to have some fiching in Areas 2C, 3@, 3B, 44, 4B,
and 40 during late summer and fall months and mary shorten or eliminate
the June openings to accomplish this. All fishing periods will open
and close at 12 noon Pacific Standard Time.

2a 2B 2c 3A-3B §a-4B 4p
————— ———-———————-————L———--—.————————n—---&
5/09 - 5/21 | 4720 -« 4/29 | 4/27 ~ 4729 } 4/2T - 4/29 | 4/27 ~ 4729 4727 - 4/29
! 6/08 - 6/20 t 6/07 - 6/16 |5/27 -~ 5/29 |5/27 ~ 5/29 | 5/27 - 5/29 | 5/27 -~ 5/29
7724 - 8/05] 8/09 - 8/18 | 6/24 - 6/26 | 6/24 ~ 6/26 | 6724 ~ 6/26 | 6/24 ~ 6/26
8723 - 9/04 | 9/20 -~ 9/29 | 9/09 - 9/11 {9/09 -~ 9/11 | 7/09 - T/13{ 7/09 - 7/19
9/19 - 10701 | 10/11 - 10/20 | 9/20 - * 9/20 ~ * 8/07 - 8/14 | 8/07 ~ 8/14
9/20 - * 9/20 - %
4c 4E
e U e e
6/01 - 6/02 : 7/05 - 7/06 5/21 - 5/23 ' 7/18 - 7/16 |, 9/06 - 9/08
6/03 - 6/04 | 7/07 - 7/08 5724 - 5726 ' 7/17 - 7/19 , 9/09 - 9/
6/05 - 6/06 | 7/09 - 7/10 5/27 - 5/29 ' 7/20 - 7/22 , 9/12 - 9/14
6/0T - 6708 | 7/11 = 7/12 5/30 - 6/01 ' 7/23 - 7/25 , 9/15 ~ 9/17
6709 -~ 6/10 | T/13 = 7/14 6702 - 6/04 ' T/26 - T/28 | 9/18 - 9720
6/11 ~ 6/12 |, 7715 - 1716 6705 ~ 6/07 ' 7/29 - 7/31 , 9/21 - 9/23
6713 ~ 6/14 | 7/17 - 7/18 6708 - 6/10 ' 8/01 - 8/03 , 9/24 - 9/26
6715 - 6/16 | 7/19 - 7/20 6/11 — 6/13 ! 8/04 ~ 8/06 , 9/27 - 9/29
6/17 - 6/18 | 7/2% - 7/22 6/14 - 6716 ' 8/07 -~ 8/09 , 9/30 - 10/02
6/19 - 6/20 | 7723 - T/24 6/17 -~ 6/19 ' B/10 -~ 8/12 | 10/03 -~ 10/05
6/21 - 6/22 | 7/25 - 7/26 6/20 - 6/22 ' 8/13 -~ 8/15 , 10/06 - 10/08
6/23 ~ 6/24 | 7/2T7 - 7/28 6/23 - 6/25 ' 8/16 ~ 8/18 |, 10/09 - 10/11
6/25 —~ 6/26 | 7/29 - 7/30 6/26 - 6/28 ' 8/19 - 8/21 | 10/12 ~ 10/14
6/27 ~ 6/28 | 7/31 - 8/01 6729 - 7/01 ' 8/22 ~ 8/24 , 10/15 - 10/17
6/29 ~ 6/30 , 8/02 ~ 8/03 7/02 - 7/04 ' 8/25 - 8/27 , 10/18 -~ 10/20
7/01 - 7/02 | 8/04 ~ 8/05 7/05 - 7/07 ' B/28 ~ 8/30 , 10/21 - 10/23
7/03 - 7/04 | 8/07 ~ * 7/08 -~ 7/10 ' 8/31 - 9/02 , 10/24 - 10/26
- 7/11 - 7713 : 9/03 - 9/05 | 10/27 - 10/29
i i 1

»
Date to be announced by the Commission



Clearances

The Commission recommends again in 1985 that vessels fishing in
Area 4 be required to obtain a clearance and hold inspection at Dutch
Harbor, @&laska, no more than 5 darys prior to the opening date for the
area to be fished, and no more than 5 days after the area has closed.
Clearances will be available from fishery officers from é8M to é&PM
local time only. The clearance requirement will not apply to fishermen
who land all of their catches in Area 4. Vessels obtaining a clearance
to +ish in Area 4C will not be given a clearance to fish in any other
area on the zame trip.

Layup Periaod

Uescels intending to fish during a halibut fishing period may not
have setline gear in the water during the 72-hour period immediately
before the opening of that halibut fishing period.

Halibut Licenses

~A11 vessels that fish +or halibut for commercial purposes in 1985
must have a wvalid halibut license issued by the Commission in 1983.
Thic provision al<s applies to sport charter vessels, Halibut license
applications have been mailed to all holders of 1984 commercial halibut
licenses that landed halibut during the 1984 fishervy. Halibut license
applications are available from fishery officers and from the

Commicesion. Completed applications must be mailed to the Commission,
and a halibut 1license will be returned to the applicant by mail.
Applications must be completed in full or they will ke returned for

missing information. There ics no charge for halibut licenses. The
IFHC halibut 1license number must appear on all fich tickets showing
purchase and receipt of halibut.

Log Records

Yessel 1log records must be retained on the vessel for five dayrs
after halibut are off-loaded.

Other Regulations

Other reguiations, such as the size 1imit, gear restrictions, and
closed areacs will be the same as in 1984.

LET’S IMPROVE QUALITY IN 1985

The Commission received numerous complaints regarding the poor
quality of halibut landed last season. The problems resulted from high
catch rates and a large volume of fish that needed to be processed over
a short time pericod. Many fishermen did not properly dress and ice the
fish, and the problem of improper handling at sea was compounded by
delays in the unloading and freezing of the catch. Seasons will be
somewhat shorter in 19853, but proper care is still necessary to provide
& high quality product. The Commission recommends the following
handling procedures:

0




(1> Kill and dress each fish shortly after capture.

{2y Clean each fish carefully, taking care to remove the gonads
and all of the Kidney and "sweet meats",

(3) Ice the fish immediately after dressing, making sure ice is
placed in the poke and the head.

{4) Use sufficient ice to Keep the catch well-chilled in case of
a delay in unloading.

(3> Do not use slush ice to hold dressed halibut,.

Halibut is a qgreat fish. Let‘s all work to make the 1985
landings a superior product.

HALIBUT TAGS

The Commission has tagged halibut throughout the range of the
fichery. Large numbers of fish were recently tagged off Kediak Island,
southeastern Alaska, and in Hecate Strait. These tags are made of
orange, vellow, or pink plastic with wire inside and are twisted around
a bone near the cheek on the dark side of the fish. The information
obtained from the return of tags will allow IPHC to determine the
migration and mortalities of halibut.

Fichermen and dock workers are urged to watch for tagged halibut
and to report any that are found, including those smaller than the
legal size limit. IPHC regulations permit the Yanding of any halibut
bearing a tag, regardless of season, size of fish, or gear used in its
capture, provided the fish, with tag in place, is made available for
inspection.

When a tagged halibut is captured, we suggest that a ganging or
piece of line be tied around the tail of the fish. Then, when the fish
are unloaded, the tagged fish is easily located. During the +fishing
seasons, IPHC has employees in many of the ports where halibut are sold:
and they should be notified of the tagged fish whenever possible. 1+
an IPHC emplovee is not available, contact an enforcement officer of
the State, Provincial, or Federal government. when none of the above
are available, the tag should be mailed directly to the IPHC office at
the above address with as much recovery information as possible.
Recovery information desired is location, date, depth, and gear of
capture and the length and sex of the fish.

The +finder of a tag will receive a letter indicating when and
where the fish was released. There is a standard reward of $5.00 for
each tag returned. In addition, persons returning the first 12 tags
bearing preselected numbers will receive a premium reward of $100.00.




