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The oldest halibut on record — both females and males — are 55 years old. That means those fi sh 
are probably older than your parents and maybe even as old as your grand par ents! 

H
Flat Fact!Flat Fact!
Scientists are now looking 
at ways to use the earbones 
for more than just counting 
how many candles go on the 
cake! Someday, earbones 
might be able to tell us 
where a halibut was born.

Can scientists tell how old a halibut is 
just by looking at it? 
Well, not exactly, but close. All fi sh have 
earbones, called otoliths. Hal i but otoliths 
are about the size of a small coin, and 
grow one ring each year, like a tree. 
Bi ol o gists can look at the earbones 
under a mi cro scope, count the rings, and 
de ter mine the age of the fi sh.

This is a drawing of a 
halibut otolith. Can you 
tell how old this halibut 
is? Look below for the 
answer.

Answer: 8 years old

You now know how big halibut can grow. 
So you may have guessed already, that 
they can get pretty old too.


