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The 2011 Halibut Fishery

Heather L. Gilroy



Total Halibut Removals

Drawings by Birgit Soderlund

Goal

U Accurate accounting of all removals

- by scale weights or scientifically-based estimates

- necessary for stock assessment and allocation
programs

U Improve estimates and work with other agencies
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Total Removals, 1962 - 2011
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2011 Halibut Removals

i Commercial 38.8 M Ibs (64%)

U Bycatch 10.0 M Ibs (17%)
U Sport 7.5 MIbs (12%)
U Wastage 2.3 MlIbs (4%)

U Personal use 1.2 MlIbs (2%)
U IPHC research 0.7 MlIbs (1%)
Total 60.5 M Ibs (100%)
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Definitions

0 Commercial fishery legal-size limit is 32 inches
U Halibut 32 inches and over. O32

u Halibut under 32 inches: U32
T Halibut between 32 and 26 inches: U32/026
T Halibut under 26 inches: U26

0 To allow standardized treatment of removals

Bycatch Mortality =~ Wastage

U32 removals: 5.9 M Ibs 2.2 M Ibs
1U32/026: 2.5 M lbs 2.0 M Ibs
1U26: 3.4 M lbs 0.2 M Ibs
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Allocation by Governments

U.S. and Canadian allocation programs
U To individuals

U To user groups

u Within IPHC management areas
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Allocation by Governments: Area 2A

U Catch sharing plan developed by Pacific Councill

u For all sport, commercial, treaty Indian users
Including ceremonial and subsistence uses

U Area catch limit adopted by IPHC
U CSP implemented by NMFS

0 Total 2011 catch was 3% over 0.91 M Ib catch
limit
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Allocation by Governments: Area 2B

u Eight year with allocation program

u IPHC adopted combined sport/commercial
catch limit

U DFO allocated to sport and commercial

U Sport catch celling is 12% of combined catch
limit

u Total 2011 catch was 3% over the 7.65 M Ib
combined catch limit

U Allocation program under review
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Allocation by Governments: Areas 4CDE

u Catch Sharing Plan developed by NP Councill

U Commercial catch limit for Area 4CDE set by
IPHC

U Allocated to regulatory area by CSP;
Implemented by NMFS

U NMFS and IPHC regulations allow 4C guota
share to be caught in 4C or 4D and 4D CDQ to
be caught in 4E

0 Total 2011 catch was 8% under the 3.72 M |b
catch limit
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